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Your term table
for LUs

(except EN)



Your term table
for EN



General Process
1. Identifying source terms

• Term identification
• Term extraction (manual or machine)
• Filter candidate terms

2. Understanding concepts behind terms
• Research and concept analysis in 

source language
• Provide references, definitions, 

explanations, context examples, other 
useful information

• IATE - Search (europa.eu)

3. Search for equivalent terms in target language
• Search everywhere for hints
• Identify established term or terms
• Choose reliable source as reference

4. Search for additional information
• Definition with reference
• Context with reference
• Any other useful information

5. Finalising all the findings, finalising your 
project table

https://iate.europa.eu/home


Reliable sources?

Reliable Use with 
caution!

Non-
reliable

Personal 
websites

European 
Institutions

Legislation

Private 
companies

Scientific
journals

Specialised 
dictionaries

Political 
organisations

Universities

Blogs

Newspapers

Ministries, public 
authorities

NGOs

Discussion 
forums



Referencing

• EU documents – all language version are regarded as 
authentic documents (Treaties, conventions 
agreements, secondary law, case-law)

 EUR-Lex - importance of Celex numbers and 
automatic insertion of references

 EUR-Lex reference module in IATE

• Websites – title, author, URL, date of consultation

Types of references



Referencing –
EUR Lex

• EU law - EUR-Lex (europa.eu)

• EUR-Lex - 32002R0178 - EN - EUR-Lex (europa.eu)

• Primary source for EU-specific terminology and EU jargon

• Possibility to search for terms

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32002R0178
https://iate.europa.eu/info/documentation








Terminology 
databases and 
glossaries

• Large multilingual termbanks and 
glossaries (e.g. UNTERM, FAO TERM, 
EuroTermBank, IMF Terminology)

• Other reliable multilingual, bilingual or 
monolingual terminology databases 
(some already added to Quest) or 
glossaries including your language
(Glossary Links)

http://unterm.un.org/
https://www.fao.org/faoterm/en/
http://www.eurotermbank.com/
http://www.imf.org/external/np/term/eng/pdf/glossary.pdf
https://termcoord.eu/glossarylinks


Reliable 
resources 
in your language

• Government

• Authorities

• Institutions

• Universities

• Experts 

• N-Lex: a gateway to national legislation of EU countries

 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/n-lex/index_en.htm

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/n-lex/index_en.htm


Conclusions
Reliability of sources

 Authority in the field

 Document about the specific subject

 Preferably original (except if 
translation is considered to be 
authentic, like in case of EU 
legislation)



Conclusions
Judging – is it a good term?

• Reliability of the source

• Frequency of the term in Google, documents, 

websites etc. 

• Experts

• Translated web pages!

• Texts by non-native speakers!

• Context, domain

• Use your common sense 



Your completed 
term table (LUs)



Your completed 
term table (EN)



Annex
Examples of terminology resources



Terminology Resources

• EuroTermBank

• FAO TERM

• Le grand dictionnaire terminologique

• TERMIUM Plus

• UNTERM

• UNESCO TERM

• ILO Terminology

• WIPO Pearl

• FranceTerme

• TermScience

• DIN TERM

• Base de terminologie du Conseil 

international de la langue française

Terminology databases and term banks

http://www.eurotermbank.com/
https://www.fao.org/faoterm/en/
http://gdt.oqlf.gouv.qc.ca/
http://www.btb.termiumplus.gc.ca/tpv2alpha/alpha-fra.html?lang=fra
http://unterm.un.org/
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000223059
https://www.ilo.org/inform/online-information-resources/databases/terminology/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.wipo.int/reference/en/wipopearl
http://www.culture.fr/franceterme
http://www.termsciences.fr/-/Index/Rechercher/Rapide/
https://www.din.de/en/services/din-termonline
http://www.cilf.org/bt.fr.html


Terminology Resources

• Termite

• Electropedia
• EU Vocabularies

• Thesaurus.com

• Visual Thesaurus (with subscription)

Subject-specific terminology databases Thesauri

https://www.itu.int/pub/R-TER
http://www.electropedia.org/iev/iev.nsf/Welcome?OpenForm
https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-vocabularies
http://thesaurus.com/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/


Terminology Resources

• Glossary Links

• UN interpreters

• TERMCAT

• Taalvlinder

• TermScience

• Eurostat glossaries

• TheFreeDictionary

• OneLook Dictionaries

• Glosbe

• Lexicool

• Encyclopedia.com

• Encyclo

Glossary collections Dictionary/Encyclopaedia collections

https://termcoord.eu/glossarylinks/#:%7E:text=Glossary%20Links%20is%20a%20glossary,to%20topics%20and%20by%20language.
http://www.un-interpreters.org/glossaries.html
http://www.termcat.cat/en/Diccionaris_En_Linia/
http://www.taalvlinder.com/
http://www.termsciences.fr/spip.php?rubrique23&lang=fr
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Category:Glossary
http://www.thefreedictionary.com/
http://www.onelook.com/
http://en.glosbe.com/
http://www.lexicool.com/
http://www.encyclopedia.com/
http://www.encyclo.co.uk/


Terminology Resources

• La Sitoteca

• Web Linguistic Resources

• Encyclopaedia Britannica

• Oxford Reference

• Visual Dictionary Online

• TermWiki

Resource collections Other resources

http://www.edigeo.it/Sitoteca/sitoteca.php?lingua=eng&sez=&sotsez=&link
http://www.weblinguisticresources.org/
http://www.britannica.com/
http://www.oxfordreference.com/
http://visual.merriam-webster.com/
http://en.termwiki.com/


Terminology Resources

Search Engines

http://www.google.com

http://www.bing.com

http://search.yahoo.com

http://www.ask.com

Internet search

Scientific Search Engine Metasearch Engines

www.turboscout.com

www.dogpile.com

www.metacrawler.com

http://www.scirus.com/

http://www.google.com/
http:///
http://www.bing.com/
http://search.yahoo.com/
http://www.ask.com/
http://www.turboscout.com/
http://www.dogpile.com/
http://www.metacrawler.com/
http://www.scirus.com/


Advanced Search





Google Search Tips

 Use quotation marks for exact string 
searches e.g. “central bank intervention”

 Do an exact string search with the source 
term but set the language of the 
searched pages to the target language
(using the Advanced Search)

 File format restriction: e.g. ”search term” 
filetype:pdf



Google Search Tips
 Source expression in quotation 

marks (exact string search) + one or 
more elements translated in your 
language or keywords in your 
language e.g. “asset turnover ratio” + 
activo (ES)



Google Search Tips

 Restrict the searched websites: search 
expression + site:domain 
e.g. site:un.org, site:europa.eu, site:org, 
site:co.uk, site:fr

Check domains of reliable websites of 
your country – e.g. domains of public 
institutions, authorities



Google Search Tips

 Use * to replace one or more words in your 
search (combined with exact string search)

e.g. “to * an appeal”

 Use -term to exclude certain terms from the 
search
e.g. energy –nuclear

 Use ~term to search for pages containing the 
term or its synonyms
e.g. finance ~glossary

Special characters in Google search



Google Search Tips

 Google Books: http://books.google.com/?hl=EN

 Google Scholar: http://scholar.google.co.uk/

 Google Books Ngram Viewer: http://books.google.com/ngrams/
e.g. USB key, USB flash drive, pen drive, USB stick

Other useful resources

For checking 
frequency

http://books.google.com/?hl=EN
http://scholar.google.co.uk/
http://books.google.com/ngrams/


Thank you
Please contact us:

DGTRAD Iate

mailto:dgtrad.iate@europarl.europa.eu
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