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22Introduction

▪ Why a training on IATE?
 THE normative terminology tool
 new features
 new colleagues

▪ Why advanced?
 the basic training – for all terminologists, translators and language professionals, 

including assistants
 the advanced training – terminologists, legal language professionals and all colleagues 

interested in how to make the most of advanced IATE features, including how to create 
terms, to perform advanced search and to export termbases on a certain topic

▪ Why us?
 who are we and what we do
 knowledge about resources

ADVANCED IATE TRAINING



33Outline

1. IATE – background, aim & content

2. Expanded Search

3. Collections

1. Types and creation of collections

2. Adding terms to a collection

3. Search by collection

4. Interpreters’ view

5. Export of collections

4. Advanced Search

5. Batch Search

6. IATE marks

7. Download IATE

8. How to add a language to an already existing entry

9. How to create a new entry
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44IATE (“Interactive Terminology for Europe”): the EU's terminology database
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IATE -
Search 
(europa.eu)

manages the technical aspects of IATE on behalf of the interinstitutional partners

https://iate.europa.eu/home


55IATE – background
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• 2004: Eurodicautom (Commission) + Euterpe (Parliament) + TIS (Council) = IATE
• 2007: Public IATE (now: different roles of the users)
• 2018: new version released
• managed by 10 EU Institutions
• public and free



66IATE – aim
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• Main aim: to support the multilingual drafting of EU texts, in particular legal texts

• Specific function of the terminology database: to provide relevant, reliable, 
checked, easily accessible data which represent a distinct added value by 
comparison with other lexical information (e.g. translation memories, mass of 
information on internet)



77IATE – content
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• +8 million terms

• nearly 1 million entries

• average of 1 million searches per week

• multilingual: terms in the 24 EU 
languages + non-EU languages

• 21 domains and hundreds of subdomains 
based on EuroVoc domains + 

• an additional domain (LAW CJEU) for the 
specific needs of the Court of Justice



88IATE – content
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• concept-based database: 1 concept – 1 entry

• terms

• proper names (e.g. institutions, organisations, programme names)

• titles (e.g. treaties, conventions)

• abbreviations

• formulas

• phrases (e.g. standard formulas of EU legislation)



99IATE – basic search

BASIC IATE TRAINING

Log on to see all features



1010IATE – basic search

ADVANCED IATE TRAINING

exact match highlighted in blue 

!!! Results which are not an exact match are shown beneath the message:

exact string 

primary



1111IATE – basic search
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characters with diacritic marks

special characters

different types of hyphenation 
and spaces

Results
also
for:



1212IATE – basic search
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Expand fields
from results page

hover over the icons to display a 
field

expand all fields



1313IATE – basic search
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Evaluation

Preferred:
= the best term (of its ‘term type’) to 

use in an EU text
A term may be ‘preferred’ because it 

is better than the other terms, or 
because it has been chosen to 
ensure consistency in EU texts.

To be used sparingly. 

Admitted:
= a term which is correct, but for 

which better synonyms exist

Used only in exceptional cases. 



1414IATE – basic search
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Evaluation

Deprecated:
= a term which is widely used, but 

should NOT be used
because it is not correct or fit for use 

in EU texts

Variant spellings: look-up forms.

Obsolete:
= a term which was previously 

used to denote the concept, but 
is no longer in use



1515IATE – basic search
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Evaluation

Proposed:
= a term or denomination which has 

been proposed
but not yet fully adopted



1616IATE – full IATE view: the structure of the IATE entry
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LIL

LL

TL

Language-independent level
= information about the concept itself:

IATE ID, domain, primarity, anchor language, cross-references, collections, 
confidentiality, protection, owner, marks etc.

Language level
= availability of the languages + definition:

languages and definition in the corresponding language
(with related data, such as definition reference, note, etc.)

Term level
= the term itself in the corresponding language:

term, term reference, reliability, evaluation, note to the term, context 
and context reference, etc.



1717IATE – full IATE view: the LIL
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LIL



1818IATE – full IATE view: the LL and TL in trilingual view
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LL

TL



1919IATE – expanded search (ways to filter the search)
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with the basic search



2020IATE – expanded search (filtering by Matching, Term types and Fields)
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default settings



2121IATE – expanded search (filtering by Matching)
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Exact match Exact string



2222IATE – expanded search (filtering by Matching)
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Exact string Partial string

results 
containing 
the search 

string 
within a 
longer 
string



2323IATE – expanded search (filtering by Fields)
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2424IATE – expanded search (filtering by Fields)
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Too expensive!!! To be used only if absolutely needed!



2525IATE – expanded search (filter by Domains, Collections and Owner)
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2626IATE – expanded search (filter by Domains, Collections and Owner)
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Filter by domain



2727IATE – expanded search (filter by Domains, Collections and Owner)

ADVANCED IATE TRAINING

Filter by domain -
results

instead of 154



2828IATE – expanded search (filter by Domains, Collections and Owner)
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Filter by collection



2929IATE – expanded search (filter by Domains, Collections and Owner)
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Filter by collection -
results



3030IATE – expanded search (filter by Domains, Collections and Owner)
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Filter by owner

default



3131IATE – expanded search (filter by Domains, Collections and Owner)
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Filter by owner -
results



3232IATE – expanded search (Show more)
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3333IATE – collections
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• to group subsets of data 
in IATE belonging to 
specific projects or

• specific subdomains or

• to simplify the 
management of such 
data (for administrative 
purposes)

= collections of terms at LIL, LL and TL with the aim:

Projects:

Other (miscellaneous):
deletions, post-adoption updates, excluded entries, permanently 
confidential entries, candidate entries for a project, etc.

Subject areas:



3434IATE – creation of collections
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3535IATE – creation of collections
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A certain language 
or MUL:

Pick your 
institution/body/agency:



3636IATE – creation of collections
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An example:



3737IATE – adding to a collection
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3838IATE – adding to a collection
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3939IATE – adding to a collection
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By default
a delayed operation

Click on “+” to add the entries 



4040IATE – adding to a collection (alternative way)
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Activate
Management options 
in User Preferences

Click to add to batch operation



4141IATE – search by collection
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4242IATE – search by collection
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Example:
climate

click on the collection to 
display the  terms inside



4343IATE – search by collection
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Example:
climate
in standard
view



4444IATE – search by collection
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In interpreters’ view:

you can sort alphabetically
in every language



4545IATE – export of collections
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Expanded 
menu &
download of 
collections

click on “+”
to add the 

collection for 
download
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IATE – export of collections

click on 
“Export”

to download 
the collection
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IATE – export of collections

Other 
formats:

SDLTB
SDLTB Light*
SDLTB Mini

TBX
XLS*

XLS Light*
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IATE – export of collections
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IATE – export of collections Results in Excel with output format XLS:



5050Results in Excel with output format XLS Light:
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IATE – export of collections
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IATE – Advanced search

Different filters can be added at 
LIL, LL and TL
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IATE – Advanced search
Query 1: find the terms belonging to a collection, 
but lacking a particular language
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IATE – Advanced search
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IATE – Advanced search
Query 2: find all the:
• primaries,
• with owner EP,
• lacking a particular language
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IATE – Advanced search
Query 3: find all the terms:
• in a certain domain,
• in a particular language,
• reliability: very reliable

!!! And not: Has a language at LIL 
(it would pick all entries with 4 
stars, but not necessarily in DE)
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IATE – Advanced search
Query 4: find all the:
• EP entries,
• with any kind of reference (term, def., context),
• in a particular language,
• that include “proposal for a directive” 
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IATE – Advanced search
Query 5: find all the entries, in which:
• there is a definition in one language,
• but in the EP entries there is no definition in 

another language
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IATE – Advanced search
Query 6: full IATE download
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IATE – Advanced search Query 7: full IATE download of primaries only
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IATE – Advanced search Query 8: create a thematic termbase in 24 languages

Other collections can be added 
depending on the topic
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Termbases, provided by TermCoord – thematic and with defined terms
https://termcoord.eu/termbases

https://termcoord.eu/termbases
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Termbases, provided by TermCoord – thematic and with defined terms
https://termcoord.eu/termbases

3 types of termbases provided:

• TB that contains only the definitions
extracted from the COM proposals 
and legal acts in force

(e.g. fit-for-55-COM.sdltb),

• TB that contains the terms closely 
related to the procedure or package

(e.g. fit-for-55.sdltb),

• complementary TB that contains 
terms which serve as background 
information

(e.g. fit-for-55-complementary.sdltb)

https://termcoord.eu/termbases
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IATE – Batch search

First download the empty tables
and then upload them
with terms/entry IDs
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IATE – Batch search

or: Export IATE ID as link

Mandatory fields:
Type – Search by list of terms or Search by list of entry IDs
Request name – by default the name of the uploaded doc
Output format – SDLTB, SDLTB Light, SDLTB mini, TBX, XLS, XLS Light
Source language
Matching type – All words, Exact match, Exact string, Partial string
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IATE – Batch search
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IATE – Batch search Results in Excel with output format XLS:
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IATE – Batch search Results in Excel with output format XLS Light:

HYPERLINK + INTERPRETERS’ VIEW



6868IATE – marks = a communication tool Where to find the marks?

ADVANCED IATE TRAINING



6969IATE – marks How to insert marks?

CLICK ON “+”
TO INSERT A MARK
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7070IATE – marks How to insert marks?
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7171IATE – download IATE

https://iate.europa.eu
/download-iate

ADVANCED IATE TRAINING

https://iate.europa.eu/download-iate


7272IATE – download IATE

ADVANCED IATE TRAINING



7373IATE – download IATE

Example: termbase about digital operational resilience for the financial sector

DOWNLOAD
IN TBX OR CSV
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7474IATE – download IATE

CLICK HERE
TO ADD DOMAINS

Filter by domain
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7575IATE – download IATE

SEARCH IN THE 
COLLECTIONS

Filter by 
collection
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7676IATE – download IATE
Example: termbase about digital operational resilience for the financial sector
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7777IATE – download IATE
Example: termbase about digital operational resilience for the financial sector

The termbase 
downloaded in CSV
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7878Adding a language to an existing entry
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Option 1

Option 2



7979Adding a language to an existing entry
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mandatory fields with an *



8080Adding a language to an existing entry
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add link



8181Adding a language to an existing entry
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entry-to-entry link



8282Adding a language to an existing entry
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8383Adding a language to an existing entry
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external link

date inserted automatically



8484Adding a language to an existing entry
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EUR-Lex search



8585Adding a language to an existing entry
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clipboard

save to clipboard

insert from clipboard



8686Adding a language to an existing entry
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expand



8787Adding a language to an existing entry
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optional fields – LL



8888Adding a language to an existing entry
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optional fields – TL

Contexts: recommended



8989Adding a language to an existing entry
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optional fields – TL

final step



9090Editing an entry
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option 2 – click on the pencil

option 1 – double-click on 
individual fields



9191Creating a new entry
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bilingual view
delete language



9292Creating a new entry
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monolingual vs bilingual view

to change the view
from monolingual to bilingual or vice versa
click on your name and change the User 

preferences



9393Creating a new entry
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duplicate detection



9494Creating a new entry
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same principle as adding
to an existing entry

preview



9595Creating a new entry
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domain selection

select from the list



9696Creating a new entry
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expand



9797Creating a new entry
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saving the draft
for later retrieving the draft



9898Creating a new entry
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cross-referencing 

and finally... 
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Send your question

DG TRAD Terminology Coordination

Thank you!

mailto:dgtrad.termcoord@europarl.europa.eu
https://tradportalv3.ep.parl.union.eu/terminology/
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